xxii                        INTRODUCTION.

'grewe at last to a flaming jealousie that so tormented
him as he could take no rest. He then began to measure
all their actions, and to misconstrue of their too private
fajniliaritie, judging that 'it was not for honest affection,
but for cTisordinate fancy, so that hee began to watch
them more narrowely to see if he coulde gette any true
OT certaine proofe to confirme his doubtfull suspition.
While thus he noted their lookes and gestures and sus-
pected their thoughtes and meaninges, they twoo seely
soules, who doubted nothing of this his treacherous
Intent, frequented daily eache others companie, which
drave him into such a franticke passion, that he beganne
to beare a seeret hate to Egistus and a lowring counten-
ance to Bellaria ; who marvelling at such unaccustomed
frowns, began to cast beeyonde the moone, and to enter
into a thousand sundrie thoughtes, which way she shoulde*
oiFend her husband : but finding in herselfe a clear con-
science ceassed to muse, until such time as she might find
fit opportunitie to demaund the cause of his dumps, In
the meane time Pandostoes mind was so farre charged
with jealousy, that he did no longer doubt, but was
assured, (as he thought) that his friend Egistus had
entered a wrong pointe in his tables, and so had played
him false play ; whereupon, desirous to revenge so great
an injury, he thought best to dissemble the grudge with
a faire and friendly countenance, and so under the shape
of a friend to shew him the Mcke of a foe." . . .
he birth and From this it is plain that in the novel there was no
Routes'0 suddenness of jealousy on the, king's part. Has Shake-

speare, then, in Leontes' jealousy given us a picture of
ay'           what is unnatural, almost monstrous 1  In the first place,

I think that his familiarity with the novel may perhaps